Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh Newsletter

From the Principal
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Many of us may nevertheless doubt that our persistence to
send the kids to learn Chinese in Tzu Chi Academy every Sunday
morning. Is it the right choice? How well can my Kids learn
Chinese here? Master Cheng Yen said: “students are as farm
plants, teachers as farmers.” Teachers as farmers create the
conditions for optimal growth, set out a fence line, provide
nutrients to the growing plants, and to do some judicious pruning
and weeding. | think if educators will collaboratively explore this
simple metaphor, we will find deep meaning in it. 1 think if we
pursue that deep meaning each day in the classroom our
students will grow stronger, happier, more productively, and
better prepared for their futures. We place our emphasis not only
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From the Principal Continued from Page 1
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on teaching Chinese but the inculcation of wholesome values. Holistic education is our goal
and mission.

It's amazing how time flies that the school year is coming to the end again. As we
reflect the past year, we, as usual, have a lot of fun activities, tests, struggles, performances,
and it's been a great and busy year. The kids’ lovely smiles are always the sweetest memory
and strongest support for our efforts.

In closing, special thanks to our parents who have contributed in ways small, large, and
unimaginable. Thanks for getting your kids to school on time each day and helping your kids
in the learning process. | would also like to thank our hard working and caring teachers/
volunteers who have made a huge difference to our students. I, all the volunteers and
teachers will continue to do our best for each student in our school! Have everyone a fun
Summer!
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New School Website Address

AL EReG#H #Eu 2 (New school website address is) tcapittsburgh.org
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Information on Registration and Next Semester

ok 2017~2018 £ & /& 3x 1 L 42 B 45 (Registration begins for school year 2017~2018)
WRARZEM AL B #) (Deadline for discounted registration) : May 31, 2017
T E B S B (First Day of School) : September 10, 2017

F 4 #7 E R85 (School Hours)

¥ X 3 (Chinese Language) 9:30 AM ~ 11:15 AM
253 05 i (Snack Time) 11:15 AM ~ 11:35 AM
A X3 (Humanity Class) 11:35 AM ~ 12:05 PM

X #22(Chinese Culture and Arts) 12:10 PM ~ 01:00 PM
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Week Date AT E3 N =
1 09/10/17 (1. E£ B » A& 3R R, (First day of School, familiar with school environment and rules)
1. % — %32 % ¥ E (Teaching observation in first session by class) 2. 28R % & & (Parents
2 09/17/17 |meeting) 12:15 pm at cafeteria 3.4 3% & 4%8:R & £ 1k B (Last week of exchange class & full
refund)
3 924/17 1. E3& (Class)
4 10/01/17 |1. 3% (Class)
5 10/08/17 [1. 3} (Class)
6 | 10/15/17 [1. E2# (Class)
7 10/22/17 |1. £3# (Class) 2. # 3 (Test)
8 10/29/17 |1. E3# (Class) 2. B#L# & & (Halloween Celebration)
9 11/05/17 |1. E3E (Class) 2. B ¢ # £ 85 R 4 & (Daylight saving time ends )
10 | 11/12/17 |1. E3%& (Class)
11 11/19/17 |1. 3% (Class)
11/26/17 A E 3 (No Class) - B 2. & (Thanksgiving Recess )
12 | 12/03/17 |1. E3& (Class)
13 | 12/10/17 |1. £33 (Class) 2. # X (Test)
14 | 12/17/17 |1. 3 (Class) 2. B#U4E & (Holiday Celebration)
B EAR (Winter Recess)  12/24/17 ~ 1/06/18
15 | 01/07/18 |1. E3& (Class)
16 | 01/14/18 1. E3& (Class)
17 | 0121718 |1. 3% (Class)
18 | 01/28/18 |1. E3& (Class)
19 | 02/04/18 |1. E3%& (Class)
20 | 02/11/18 |1. E3# (Class) 2. # 3 (Test)
21 | 02/18/18 |1. E3& (Class) 2. BE#L+ B #7 4 (Chinese New Year Celebration) 02/16/18
22 | 02/25/18 |1. E3& (Class)
23 | 03/04/18 |1. £33k (Class)
24 | 03/11/18 |1. £3% (Class) 2. B 5t & ) B R B 46 (Daylight saving time begins)
25 | 03/18/18 |1. £33k (Class)
26 | 03/25/18 |1. E3& (Class)
04/01/18 A~ E2% (No Class) - 42:7% & (Easter Sunday )
27 | 04/08/18 |1. E3& (Class)
28 | 04/15/18 |1. 3% (Class)
20 | 04/22/18 |1. E3& (Class)
30 | 04/29/18 |1. #AK# 3K (Final Exam)
31 | 05/06/18 [1. E3& (Class)
1. 374 ¥ (Bvaluation distribution) 2. 7 # s £ % % (Closing ceremony)
32 | 05/13/18
3. 2 B & R (Last day of School) & B #LH#. & (Mother's Day Celebration)
05/20/18 F ZA48H 3 1 (Snow makeup date 1)
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From the Huai Class Wendy Huang
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From Students of the CSL 11 Class Sing-Ling Tsai
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0, Hello Everyonel
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My name is ‘F 7

W’wa gﬁ.

@ lam years old. (please use this year - 4~ # in the translation)
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My family has father, mother, sisters (elder or younger), brothers (elder or
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My father and mother are my parents. Q 7 />Z &
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My hestherssame sisters are my siblings.
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| love my family. D
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From the HeXin Class Carissa Yu
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From the HeQi Class Fanny Yang
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From the HeQi Class (Continued) Fanny Yang
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From Students of the Xieli Class
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Hui-Cheng Lee
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From Students of the Xieli Class (Continued) Hui-Cheng Lee

~E%Z  (Anonymous)
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From the Zhizu Class Yue-Fang Chang
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This is my fourth year at Tzu Chi Academy. Now that my time here has ended, | would like to
say how appreciative | am of this place. Over the last few years at Tzu Chi | was able to grow
and find my place of who | am. | got the chance to meet new friends, study humanity where we
learn the importance of etiquettes and become more aware of our world surroundings while
expanding my Chinese knowledge. Unlike my old Chinese school, | was not intimidated here. |
was able to be myself and learn without the judgement of others. | would like to give a shout-
out to my fellow seniors: William Zheng, Alan Jiang, and Sabrina Cheng for making this last year
unforgettable. I'm amazed by the people that | meet here. | also want to give them the best of
wishes at college next year and to be safe and be smart. Also, | would like to give another shout
-out to Jasmine Eng for staying by my side all these years. You are such a great person and |
wish you the best of luck with high school. It will pass by like a blink of an eye. | mean it. | think
all four of us seniors (maybe not them but certainly others across the US) can agree that we
wanted to graduate already
and go to college but when
the time finally came, it's like
something hit you and now
you don't want it to pass by
so quickly. Yes it's scary but
it's exciting at the same time.
I know all of us didn't take
this place seriously but in the
future it'll come in handy and
regret the fact that we all
should've paid more attention
and respect our awesome
teacher, Ms. Yue-Fang Chang
better. (Shout-out to our
teacher too for putting up
effort to deal with all of us. |
know we were a pain most of
the times but deep down we
all respect what you do for us). It's always a mystery how we want something to pass by but
when it’s here, we never want to leave it. I'm so thankful for everyone who has made my last
year here unforgettable and now that graduation is coming up (already passed at Tzu Chi) it
feels as if everything is surreal. It is unbelievable yet exhilarating.

P.S. | wish for everyone to have a nice summer break and to come in next year ready for more.
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh began
participating in the “Test of Chinese as a
Foreign Language (TOCFL)” and “Children’s
Chinese Competency Certification (CCCC)” in
2014 which is sponsored by the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office Education Division
in New York. Test participants can receive
official certificates issued by the Ministry of
Education in Taiwan. The test could reflect
students’ learning outcomes, their ability to
use the language in daily life and can help
teachers better assist students in their
language learning. Both tests cover wide areas
of practical daily life situations and have both
traditional and simplified Chinese versions.

Students who pass a Chinese language
proficiency test, will be eligible to apply for a
short-term scholarships for 2-9 months in
Taiwan to study Chinese. Companies like Fox
Conn, offer students with internship
opportunities in Taiwan and the priority will be
given to those who took the TOCFL test.
Hopefully students in the Pittsburgh area
schools will have more interest in learning
Chinese in the future.
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh

1333 Banksville Road, Suite #201
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216

Phone: 412-531-8343
Fax: 412-531-8341
E-mail: rwespgh@gmail.com

# % Tzu Chi

We are on the Web

tcapittsburgh.org
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Editor : Tong-Chang Lee
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh is to provide the local
children from kindergarten to high school with quality
program not only aimed at student's language learning
but also character building. The school will implement
Still Thought’s education method to weave compassion,
relief, honesty, and integrity into teaching. We will
nurture the children in a loving and calm environment;
motivate them to learn the Chinese language and culture
in today's diversified world. A creative still thoughts
humanity and moral-principle course will be added to the

%ﬁ‘—ﬁ‘-}%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ Chinese New Year Celebration
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A new year celebration event was held at school on

January 29, 2017.
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