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Dear Tzu Chi Academy Families,

With great joy, | send you season’s greetings. This has been a
wonderful and exciting year at Tzu Chi Academy. Our students
are working hard in their classes and enjoying the many

activities we have had this year. Our teachers are dedicated to

their students and are taking on many new and exciting methods
with which to engage and challenge them.

With great pride, | share with you our Chinese language
proficiency testing results from the Children Chinese Competency
Certification (CCCC) and the Test of Chinese as a Foreign
Language (TOCFL) taken at May, 2016. Those tests are designed
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for non-native Chinese-speakers and help the students to track the learning progress and to
inspire the enthusiasm and interest in learning Chinese. The courage and performance gains
of all participating students is worthy of a celebration.

Levels Suggested Vocabulary Base Passed
Sprouting around 400 words 100% 8/8 (8 students passed)
Seedling around 700 words 100% 3/3 (3 students passed)

Blossoming [ around 1,100 words 80% 4/5 (4 students passed)

Levels Suggested Vocabulary Base Passed

1 >500 vocabulary items, 60% 3/5 (3 students passed)
basic grammar and sentence
structures

3 Acquired a vocabulary base 100% 1/1 (1 student passed)
of 1500 words

5 Acquired a vocabulary base 100%1/1 (1 student passed)
of 8000 words

This is the time of year for rejoicing and for rededication. | truly hope you will have the time
to spend with those people in your life that mean the most to you and enrich your life. Have a
wonderful winter break with your family!

Editor's Note: ¥4t Bllad R AR M FWE -

Detailed test results are on Page 4 of this newsletter.
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For the weather related school closure, we will first notify the parents by email then follow up
with a phone call from your language teacher. Please confirm your emergency contact
information with your language teacher.
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Tzu Chi Teachers and Students Visiting Senior Center, December 10, 2016
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Important Dates for Spring Semester 2017

3£ School Restart

# % ¥ 3134 )2 Education & Financial Planning Seminar (see Page 7)
B #L ¥ Bl # F Chinese New Year Celebration

18 7E 1 %% No school, Easter Sunday

REEBXAEN ME (45 CCCC) Fv 3B hc /1 A5 (f45 TOCFL) # 4
2017 4 A ¥ AT 2% 1E A XA 4T CCCC & TOCFL Test (mid-April)
B & 2 ERR KA

Mother's Day Celebration & Closing Ceremony
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Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language Results
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On May 8, 2016, the Test of
Chinese as a Foreign Language
(TOCFL) and the Children’s
Chinese Competency Certification
(CCCC) were held at the Tzu Chi
Academy in Pittsburgh. TOCFL
has three proficiency bands: Band
A, Band B, and Band C. Each
band is divided into two levels
making a total of six levels:
Levels 1 to Level 6. CCCC is
designed for the children ages 7—
12 and has three levels:
Sprouting, Seeding and
Blossoming. The test can help
students to track their learning
progress and to inspire their
enthusiasm and interest.
Congratulations to the students

who pass the exam. Our next

test will be held in April 2017.
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Wendy Huang

33

4 Bz (Test of Chinese as a Foreign

2% EFHE 2 i 4 |3 (Children's Chinese Competency

22 54 % (Blossoming) -
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EFRHEF 2 +H (Pass)

Band C jii#l# (Level 5)

EREHE William Zheng

Band B #[54 (Level 3)

5% e Kelly Dam

Band A A%l (Level 1)

ffi751% Jasmine Eng

AR Henry Lin

L85 Alan Jiang

2P EE 2 L H (Pass)

2
i 4% Blossoming

4% Serena Cheng

¥L4=¥ Siliva Cheng

{1751 Justine Eng

ERfi % Andy Zheng

4 Seedling

47T Dorian Baurle

x5 E4E Ethan Ouyang

[ A2 Alyssa Tan

i ZF &) Sprouting

H#iI Leonando Bai

ZE % Lauren Caslin

Pi#] Reilly Caslin

UEEERE Aaron Ket-Hwa
Cheng

FREEF Sidney Yu-Ling
Cheng

i kET Zoey Guo

3 90 5% Mohammed Ticar

#H5 Zakariyya Ticar
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From Students of the Heqi Class Fanny Chen
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From Students of XielLi Class lan Cohen
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Key points for preparing Education Fund and Retirement Planning

BF ] (When) @ 01/15/2017, 12:00-01:15 pm

¥.ZE (Where) @ South Hills Middle School Cafeteria

*3% A (Presenter) : ¥/4& % @36 / MBREEF /5 ERA L [EAEMERKEL

(Te-Hsuan Cheng CPA, Financial Planner, MBA/MIB, Registered Rep.)

B 45 F #9845 (Cell) © 412-334-7179

#45 (Email) : tehsuancheng@yahoo.com

%42 Agenda:

1.

2.

4.

= ¥ A& A (Three Basics)

# F A 4 (Education Fund)

a. A E BRI R B A% B #HAZ £ (Financial aid overview and eligibility assessment criteria)

b. % Re94¢E » KX (Common saving vehicles for college education fund)

c. & H K eyH ¥ 5 (Key saving vehicles comparison)

d. #14]3%.89 (Examples)

iR 4K3t 2] (Retirement Planning)

a. BB AL &t oy BB R M (Five risks that everyone will experience)

b. 50 R IATF & 50 kA L8y 2 #5 & 25 (Planning strategy for under and above 50-year-old)
c. #1381 (Examples)

F1#2% (Q & A)

o REA AR PIRE - T AR R BIFR B] 0 T LR AT A 2R 44 2] tehsuancheng@yahoo.com
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If you have any questions, please feel free to ask either at the seminar, or you can send your
question(s) in advance to tehsuancheng@yahoo.com.
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From the Zhizu Class Yue-Fang Chang
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From Students of the Huai Class — We have a dream Wendy Huang
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Our “HuAi” class has nine students; each student has his/her dream. Dreams help lead us
forward, life is sometimes flat and everyone needs to dream to make life brighter. Eric likes to
play basketball; his future hope is to become an NBA player. At school Eric likes mathematics,
his dream is to become an electrical or civil engineer. Dorian likes mathematics and sociology.
Dorian also dreams to be a basketball player, a Youtuber, an architect or a band drummer.
Zakariyya likes mathematics and chemistry. In the future, his dream job is to be a 911
ambulance medical staff or computer software designer. Daniel wants to be an architect
because he likes art and design, and is good at mathematics. Ethan wants to be a
professional baseball player, he likes

mathematics and science. He wishes to

become an inventor or engineer in the

future. Amily hopes to become an architect

because she likes art and also likes

mathematics and LEGO. Misty hopes to be a

Youtuber, she wishes to study at the

University of Pennsylvania like her brother.

Tiffany likes computer animation and is very

interested in computer science and

technology. Sidney is still working on her

dream as she has plenty of time to consider

her ideas.
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231% 3B ¥ Tzu Chi Academy students in the classrooms
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FFESEH Halloween Celebration, November 30, 2016
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh

1333 Banksville Road, Suite #201
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216

Phone: 412-531-8343
Fax: 412-531-8341
E-mail: rwespgh@gmail.com

# 7% Tzu Chi
We are on the Web

http://www.rwcspgh.org

Wik tEAL Y
Editor : Tong-Chang Lee
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh is to provide the local
children from kindergarten to high school with quality
program not only aimed at student's language learning
but also character building. The school will implement
Still Thought’'s education method to weave compassion,
relief, honesty, and integrity into teaching. We will
nurture the children in a loving and calm environment;
motivate them to learn the Chinese language and culture
in today's diversified world. A creative still thoughts
humanity and moral-principle course will be added to the

EX¥FTEHRY Arts and Craft Class



