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A Tribute to Mothers
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Mother Earth is our key resource, a source we can rely on for
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positive energy, honesty and faithfulness. How do you cultivate

a seed similar to raising a child? Great love is needed like the T EFIE Y TR
warm air needed to surround the seed. Wise guidance is like the

water without which the seed cannot grow. Too much water the
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seed may rot; lack of water and the seed will dry up, this is
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similar to wise guidance to a child. Wise guidance is needed to

be given at the right time and amount like delivering moisture to L 3e F: 10
the seed.
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Attentive care like the sun provides the hard work for the seed or
child to flourish. The seed when properly cultivated will become a EF a4 Rl 12
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strong plant that cannot be easily blown down by a storm, similar to a child with proper
cultivation will be resilient and strong like a tree or a forest of trees.

If you ask who is the greatest person in the world? The answer is not a famous historical
figure or a popular personality. The answer is one’s mother. MOTHER is not only your
biological mother but is MOTHER Earth, the MOTHER School and the Mother Society all of
which helps to cultivate you. A mother's love is like the sun and rain which give us a nurturing
environment to help us grow. Always giving without expectations of return.
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Information on Registration and Next Semester

We sincerely appreciate all the parents and volunteers who helped within the school duties this
year (i.e. hall monitor, schedule bell ringing, cafeteria and class assistance, etc.).

Registration has already begun for the 2016-17 school year, please take advantage of the

tuition discount rate of $350 for 32 weeks by registering early before May 31°.

BEp#F (Opening Day) : 9/11/2016
+ #P*¥F (School Hours) : 2 # P %} Sunday 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

+ 3 8 (Location) : South Hills Middle School, 595 Crane Ave. Pittsburgh 1521

We will be offering again the + ¥ Guzheng group lesson as part of the cultural class offerings

next year. The qualifying student age is 7 years and older with the ability to follow verbal
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The "Huai” class Wendy Huang
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With the blink of the eye, the semester has

drawn to a close. The “Huai” class students

have completed thirty-two fulfilling Sunday

morning classes. This is the first time for me

in teaching the older students. Since my

students already have strong understanding of

listening and speaking Chinese, the curriculum

has been arranged to focus on further building

their reading skills. We covered a major

textbook lesson every three weeks. The first

week'’s assignment is to listen to a CD in order

to achieve the goal of correct pronunciation.

Students will add pinyin to their unfamiliar

words and voice record their lesson for my review. Voice recording is an effective way to
overcome shyness. In fact, the student’s home preparation is the key to their class language
learning and achieving progress. During the second week, the students enjoy playing the
Chinese word bingo game, character stroke order review, translation exercises and other class
activities. The third week is devoted to the lesson and workbook exercises and review activities
such as copying the text to deepen literacy and memorization.

I would like to express my special thanks and appreciation to my class assistant

Ms. Lifang Liu who is a tremendous help in class and gives students guidance and
encouragement. This year we also benefited from Teacher Yao’s expertise in teaching the
basic rules of pinyin and tone pronunciation lessons. Reviewing this school year, the students
have been enthusiastic and have progressed in their learning. | understand parents have busy
activities and appreciate their devotion to bringing their child to Chinese school and supporting
their growth. With the upcoming four months of summer break, I wish you’re able to rest but
also continue reviewing the Chinese learnings.
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From Students of the Heqi Class Fanny Chen
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From Students of the Heqi Class (Continued) Fanny Chen
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From Students of HeXin Class Carissa Yu
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From Students of the CSL 1II Class Lilian An
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From the Zhizu Class Nathaniel Chen
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The lights flash. Gracious applause fills the auditorium. | walk out onto the stage at Butler
Intermediate High School, surrounded by the musicians of the Butler County Symphony
Orchestra. | sit in front of the jet black piano, and the piece promptly begins. I wasn't always
comfortable playing in front of people, and this performance could’ve been my worst

nightmare. But somehow | kept my cool, ignoring the fixated eyes of the crowd and immersing
myself in the music. After all, this was my last big performance. I wasn’t going to be a music
major in college or aspire to be a professional musician. This was the capstone of my high school
piano career, a celebration of the 12 years of hard work I've put into the instrument. I finish the
piece to rapturous applause as | prepare to leave the world of competitive piano behind.

The Butler County Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competition Winner - Nathaniel Chen

Nathaniel Chen & pr 3 has studied at Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh for 9

years and is going to graduate this year. We would like to share some of
his achievements with you.

The Butler County Symphony Orchestra has awarded North Allegheny

High School Senior, Nathaniel Chen the 36th Annual Young Artist

Competition Winner. Chen performed with the Butler County Symphony

Orchestra at the April 9, 2016 concert titled, "Beethoven’s Ninth” held at
the Butler Intermediate High School and was performing “Piano Concerto in G Major” by
Maurice Ravel.

Chen started playing piano when he was 6 and has played for 11 years. Currently, he studies
with Marina Lupinacci of Gibsonia, PA. Nathaniel also studies the cello since he was in 3™ grade
and has participated in a Central European concert tour with the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony
Orchestra (PYSO) in June 2014. Nathaniel is the runner-up of the annual PYSO Concerto
Competition in January, 2016..
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From Students of the Huai Class

B R EH B 5 School Activity Photos

Tzu Chi Academy students practicing X 3. fv & %
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g R EH B % School Activity Photos

Tzu Chi Academy students in the classrooms
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A BB R Mother’s Day Celebration, May 8, 2016
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh

1333 Banksville Road, Suite #201
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216

Phone: 412-531-8343
Fax: 412-531-8341
E-mail: rwespgh@gmail.com

% 7% Tzu Chi

We are on the Web

http://www.rwcspgh.org
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh is to provide the local
children from kindergarten to high school with quality
program not only aimed at student's language learning
but also character building. The school will implement
Still Thought’s education method to weave compassion,
relief, honesty, and integrity into teaching. We will
nurture the children in a loving and calm environment;
motivate them to learn the Chinese language and culture
in today's diversified world. A creative still thoughts
humanity and moral-principle course will be added to the

28 &3~ it ? Pl% Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language

Students are taking the Chinese language

testing

Tzu Chi Academy teachers with the
representative from New York Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office.



